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right that I should say somewhat thereof. And for this
cause, having first said what was the part it bore herein,
I will afterwards point out a reason which made that
this number was so closely allied unto my lady.

I say. then, that according to the division of time in
Italy her most noble spirit departed from among us in
the first hour of the ninth day of the month ; and
according to the division of time in Syria, in the ninth
month of the year : seeing that Tismim, which with us
;.*s October, is there the first month. Also she was taken
from among us in that year of our reckoning (to wit. of
the years of our Lord) in which the perfect number was
nine times multiplied within that century wherein she
was born into the world : which is to say, the thirteenth
century of Christians.1

And touching the reason why this number was so
closely allied unto her, it may peradventure be this.
According to Ptolemy (and also to the Christian verity),
the revolving heavens are nine ; and according to the
common opinion among astrologers, these nine heavens
together have influence over the earth. Wherefore it-
would appear that this number was thus allied unto her
for the purpose of signifying that, at her birth, all these
nine heavens were at perfect unity with each other as
to their influence. This is one reason that may be
brought: but more narrowly considering, and according
to the infallible truth, this number was her own self. :
that is to say, by similitude. As thus. The number
three is the root of the number nine ; seeing that without
the interposition of any other number, being multiplied
merely by itself, it produceth nine, as we manifestly
perceive that three times three are nine. Thus, three
being of itself the efficient of nine, and the Great Efficient
of Miracles being of Himself Three Persons (to wit: the

1 Beatrice Portinari will thus be found to have died during the
first hour of the 9th of June, 1290. And from what Dante says at
the commencement of this work (viz. that she was younger than
himself by eight or nine months), ifc may also be gathered that her
age, at the time of her death, was twenty-four years and three
months. The * perfect number' mentioned in the present passage
is the number ten.